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D ar, silent (embarrassed?) Paul , 



10/28/70 



lou have been more on my mind taan I think you can realize and in ways 
some 01 which you d hav« to be a long-distance mind-reader to know,, I»ve 
been ousier than usual lately, partly bee. .use of the rather large amount of 
extra work you caused and more because of the mechanics of bringing out - 
oo c, immediately reading proofs and correcting and indexing. 

Having just prepared the latest instalment for return and without 
enougu tune lor a major bit of work before x have to pick Lil up, I write 

l ilXa U - 6 t0 "° 3e S0Methij « different to you and to present some 
oelieis that may, i recognize, be invalid, 

+M set-ins _ to me unlikely that Alvarez will now go forward with that 

thing I ij not aesenbe. I do not consider him insane or a lemming. The 

'J^ da v after I wrote them can be interpreted in a number 
ol ways. One is tnat they've been in touch with him. 

As you know, whether or not you agree with what ha,: been sent you (and 
l uo no, assume I nave all or even most of that), this has been an enormous 
burden on many people, intentions are not relevant. The results are. 1 do 
no, think you want to needlessly worry your friends ana needlessly cau=e 
them to waste further time and effort. Or, even thought, for we none of us 
have enough oiiue even x'or cJiato 

Therefore, i trunk it net asking too much of you to keen those to whor 
you sen, your memo au courant. If publication has been ab nuoned, 1 think 
you snoula immediately inform as. Otherwise, as you know, whether or not 
lor the. purpose ol providing you with criticism, many of us have every ream 
o consider we should ao wiiat we can to oppose this. Conversely, if Alvarez 
stili intend to go forward, you should inf orm us so that we may be able" to ’ 
at , e mpt whatever we think we should, and any effort will be difficult 
eno...g *i-hou. tire h a ndic ap of not knowing. It may not occur to you now, 
out 1 trunk it inevitable that should this tiling come out in anv form ,nd 
trouhW ** «*. ^ auspices, you will be long and deenly 

wUlin iy^lIrt 0U WllX 1 1 ’ ei,lail1 without doubt you would not' 7 

„„ * 0 * ; 01 / s houlg have given much thought to what ha>: been sent 

“° ViuX t i f tQru » has or 1 think snould have suggested to you. 

Wh.t I am not_ talking about is error, for to that none of us is i^une. a£ 

you -now, navin a lound a generous share in my work, i certainlv do not 
claim uafliunity. v 

II you wilimthink a moment, you will, I think, understand that I 
write you as a friend, one ,-ho still considers you incapable of some of 
the things oi which 1 know you have been accused. It is precisely the high 
regard 1 have for you as a person, for your integrity and intelligence, that 
confronts rae with comprehension problems. 1 also assume at least technical 
competence , if no t more , in y our field. 

One 01 my criticisms that you could have answered without inflaming 
my uaaisx ulcer or precipitating an anxiety attack is that this test was 
lacking in any of th_ prerequisites of a proper test, by any scientific 
standard or measuxe. 1 remain persuade this is the case. There is at no 
point any faithfulness in any area. Perhaps you did not see this at the time 

ff, D ° n , aiU che '^ ,0l ' K^ 1 do rhink if you do not see it now you 

should be asking yourself why you do not, why you did not- or challenge me 
on my representation. This is p rhaps the simplest approach. Was you test, 
regardless or purposes or motive, a valid test? If the answer is ves ther-e 

thi^k l "oi n shouS n f ‘ BU b- if th ' 3 answer y0U ^ yourself is no, then’ I do 
think j0 u should be probing your mind to learn how you coulu have been 
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The truly insidious thing is that we have no way of anticipating or 
recognizing these things unles., we are trained for that purpose, and only 
specialists are» 1 n my o e, for example, the firsts emergency trip to the 
hospital resulted in a wrong diagnosis, xy Gary would never have made this 
mistake. I am jot suggesting the doctor is a hack,, 

And in retrospect, it seems clear to me that this existed long before 
the manifestation that led to the hospital twice, just was unreconghized 
by me or doctors. let, if I am right, look at the enormous amount of what 
I was able to do and did do, aside from what I regard as its not bad 
quality? 

I return to what must have said to you more than once recently, the 
most troubling single thing, to me, about your memo, is that I could not 
reconcile it with what I knew and thought (and still think) of you. It is 
entirely inconsistent in every way. You may not agree with this, but; I 
think in fairness to me, if not in your own interest, take time to analyse 
and see if, whether or not you come to agree with me, you can agree that 
this i 3 not an unfair on an unwarranted representation, how, if this is 
or can be inconsistent with you, with the- kind of work those who think they 
Vnn . you well expect of and can associate with you, a3k yours&lf, how could 
I come to do what is or can fairly be considered to be the kind of tiling 
that is not in keeping with me? 

I am suggesting that for you it is time for self-analysis, not that 
you are sick or need outside help. Whether or not you agree with me, I ask 
you to consider what you can lose if you take the time, ask yoursiif the 
few questions i have suggested and the many more that should occur to you. 

I know nothing of your personal lif. . ^emember, I do not even know your 
politics. But I tldnk that among thv. questions you should ponder are those 
directedly connected with the mostbpursonal things and relationships, ditto 
for professional/ school, with the thought that even if minor, some such 
problem or problems, added to others, whether or not recongized, could have 
generated unrocignized pressures to which you may, unconsciously, be reacting, 

I perfect fairness, I think if you had made this suggestion to me two 
years ago, I'd have iggored it and maybe laughed to myself. I'd have been 
wrong, very wrong. I think especially because oi your external placidity 
you should tiling of the foregoing. And if you believe there is a possibility 
there may be something in what I'm suggesting, I tell you tnat fxom my 
experience, Gary can help you understand whatever it might be and tnoreby 
understand yourself better. 

mnng man y 0 f those with whom I come in contact through this work, there 
are some who seem to think I have a patronizing attitude toward them and others. 
I do not believe this to be th case. Rather do I tnink it is that I am old 
eniygh to the the father of 1 most all-all the serious ones but Sylvia and 
Mary- and the grandfather of many. What this really means is no more than 
that I have- had a chance to experience more upkn which I can draw, those 
experiences that accumulate through the years, i. can look back upon uyself 
at yor years, for example, as you cannot look ahead to yourself at 57. There 
is no substitute for what we can learn from experience, much as <e can and 
do learn other ways. . .And if you think of what I ain trying to say, you should 
understand ii; is more in an an expression of concern. It is of un diminished 
regard and respect. If I lacked either, I n vor take tnis time — or sgry 
these things. Now when at nokn I've not yet looked at the morning paper. 

Best wishes, 




